
4.
LEGISLATIVE BRANCH
4-1.
ASNMSU OPEN MEETING ACTxe "LEGISLATIVE BRANCH:  ASNMSU OPEN MEETING ACT"
AN ACT ESTABLISHING AN OPEN MEETING POLICY FOR THE ASNMSU POLICY-MAKING BODIES

4-1-1.
DEFINITIONSxe "LEGISLATIVE BRANCH: ASNMSU OPEN MEETING ACT:  DEFINITIONS"
As used in the ASNMSU Open Meeting Act:

A.
"Policy-making body" means any ASNMSU board, committee or other body that makes policy 
recommendations or that determines policy including, but not limited to the ASNMSU Senate 
Committees, the ASNMSU Publications and Communications Board, the ASNMSU Activities 
Committee, the Intramural Policy Board and the ASNMSU Senate;

B.
"Public notice" means causing to be posted at least forty-eight (48) hours prior to any meeting, the date, time, place and purpose of such meeting;

C.
"Meeting" means any gathering of a quorum of members of a policy-making body at which policy 
related to the body is discussed.

4-1-2.
PUBLIC NOTICExe "LEGISLATIVE BRANCH: ASNMSU OPEN MEETING ACT:  PUBLIC NOTICE"
No ASNMSU policy-making body shall conduct a meeting unless public notice is given within forty-eight (48) hours prior to said meeting.

4-1-3.
OPEN ATTENDANCExe "LEGISLATIVE BRANCH: ASNMSU OPEN MEETING ACT:  OPEN ATTENDANCE"
No person shall be denied admission to any meeting of any ASNMSU policy-making body.

4-1-4.
CLOSED SESSIONxe "LEGISLATIVE BRANCH: ASNMSU OPEN MEETING ACT:  CLOSED SESSION"
Any ASNMSU policy-making body may discuss personnel matters in closed session, but all decisions must be made public in open session.

4-1-5.
INVALIDATION OF ACTIONxe "LEGISLATIVE BRANCH: ASNMSU OPEN MEETING ACT:  INVALIDATION OF ACTION"
When the ASNMSU Supreme Court finds that a policy-making body has violated this act, all business conducted by the body at that meeting shall be invalid; the ASNMSU Supreme Court may take other action if appropriate and in accordance with the law.

4-1-6.
EMERGENCY MEETINGxe "LEGISLATIVE BRANCH: ASNMSU OPEN MEETING ACT:  EMERGENCY MEETING"
When any ASNMSU policy-making body faces a concern that is determined to require immediate attention, the body may call an emergency meeting provided that the agenda is restricted to that emergency item and provided that the campus news media is notified three hours in advance and provided that every person directly involved is notified of the meeting.

The ASNMSU Senate shall review all emergency meetings to determine that the matter did require immediate attention.  The Senate, by a simple majority vote of those present, shall allow or disallow the action or recommendation taken or made by the body.

4-2.
SENATE VACANCY ACTSxe "LEGISLATIVE BRANCH:  SENATE VACANCY ACTS"
AN ACT RELATING TO VACANCIES IN THE SENATE; DEFINING A COLLEGE COUNCIL AND PRESCRIBING THE MANNER FOR FILING VACANCIES IN THE SENATE.

4-2-1.
DEFINITIONSxe "LEGISLATIVE BRANCH: SENATE VACANCY ACTS:  DEFINITIONS"
As used in the Senate Vacancy Act:

A.
"Colleges" means the existing undergraduate colleges and the graduate school of NMSU;

B.
"College council" means a student organization whose purpose is to promote the interest of the 
students of the respective college and which is recognized by NMSU and by the Dean of the College with whom the council is affiliated.  A "College council" shall consist of no less than ten (10) members of the college elected or appointed to such council in accordance with the respective council's constitution.  No college shall be recognized by the ASNMSU as having more than one council nor shall any council be recognized by the ASNMSU which represents two or more colleges.

4-2-2.
CAUSES OF VACANCYxe "LEGISLATIVE BRANCH: SENATE VACANCY ACTS:  CAUSES OF VACANCY"
A vacancy in the Senate shall be caused by:

A.
The failure to elect a Senator at the time prescribed by law;

B.
The failure of a person elected to the office of Senator to meet the constitutional qualifications for 
holding such office;

C.
The death or resignation of a Senator;

D.
Expulsion of a Senator in accordance with the Rules of the Senate;

E.
Recall of a Senator in accordance with the ASNMSU law.

4-2-3.
RESIGNATION OF SENATORSxe "LEGISLATIVE BRANCH: SENATE VACANCY ACTS:  RESIGNATION OF SENATORS"
Any member of the Senate may resign the Senator's office by filing a written statement of resignation with the President of the ASNMSU Senate.  Upon the absence of any Senator from four consecutive regularly scheduled meetings of the Senate, such Senator shall be considered to have resigned.

4-2-4.
PRESCRIBING A RECALL ELECTIONxe "LEGISLATIVE BRANCH: SENATE VACANCY ACTS:  PRESCRIBING A RECALL ELECTION"
A Senator shall be recalled when:

A.
A recall petition containing signatures of at least 25 percent of the ASNMSU members of the 
Senator's college is presented to the college council of the Senator's college;

B.
The college council verifies the signatures and the petition and endorses the petition by a simple 
majority of a quorum of the college council in accordance with the constitution and by-laws of the 
college council;

C.
The ASNMSU members of the Senator's college express a "no-confidence" by a two-thirds (2/3) vote supervised by the college council;

D.
The Senator must have held office at least during three (3) meetings of the Senate prior to the 
college's vote on the recall petition;

E.
The ASNMSU Senate judges the election results.

4-2-5.
VACANCY SHALL OCCUR UPON ANNOUNCEMENTxe "LEGISLATIVE BRANCH: SENATE VACANCY ACT:  VACANCY SHALL OCCUR UPON ANNOUNCEMENT"
Upon the announcement to the membership of the Senate of the failure to elect a Senator, the failure of a person elected to the office of Senator to meet the qualifications of office, death or resignation of a Senator, or the expulsion or recall of a Senator, the office of Senator so vacated shall become vacated.

4-2-6.
COUNCIL SHALL BE INFORMED OF VACANCYxe "LEGISLATIVE BRANCH: SENATE VACANCY ACT:  COUNCIL SHALL BE INFORMED OF VACANCY"
When a vacancy occurs in the Senate, the President of the ASNMSU Senate shall, in writing, inform the presiding officer or advisor of the college council of the College of the vacated position:

A.
That a vacancy has occurred in the Senate in the representation of their respective council's 
college;

B.
That the council may select an interim Senator from the membership of the council's college to 
serve the remainder of the unexpired term;

C.
Of the qualifications for holding the office of Senator;

D.
Of the provisions of the Senate Vacancy Act for appointing an interim Senator.

4-2-7.
VALIDITY OF APPOINTMENTxe "LEGISLATIVE BRANCH: SENATE VACANCY ACT:  VALIDITY OF APPOINTMENT"
For an appointment of an interim Senator to be considered valid by the ASNMSU, the college council of the college of the vacated position must:

A.
Approve each appointment by a majority of a quorum of the college council membership in 
accordance with the council's constitution and by-laws;

B.
Submit to the Senate a written statement by the Dean of the council's college certifying that the 
body making the appointment is a college council within the meaning of the Senate Vacancy Act;

C.
Submit in writing the name of the person so appointed;

D.
Submit to the Senate a written statement signed by the presiding officer and the advisor of the 
council certifying that the college council of the vacated position has appointed a member of the 
council's college to the office of Senator in accordance with the provisions of the ASNMSU 
Constitution and the provisions of the Senate Vacancy Act.

4-2-8.
DEAN APPOINTMENTSxe "LEGISLATIVE BRANCH: SENATE VACANCY ACT:  DEAN APPOINTMENTS"
In the case where no college council exists according to the ASNMSU definitions, the Dean of the college may appoint students to fill the vacant Senate seats.

4-3.
ASNMSU SENATE REMOVAL AND IMPEACHMENT ACTxe "LEGISLATIVE BRANCH:  SENATE REMOVAL AND IMPEACHMENT ACT"
4-3-1.
MAIN PROVISIONxe "LEGISLATIVE BRANCH: SENATE REMOVAL AND IMPEACHMENT ACT:  MAIN PROVISION"
Any ASNMSU Senator may be removed from office if the Senator is referred to the Supreme Court by a three-quarters (3/4) vote of the membership of the ASNMSU Senate present and voting or if the Senator is automatically referred to the Supreme Court upon the accumulation of six (6) points, as set out in the rules of the Senate, and the Senator is found guilty of the charges made against the Senator by the ASNMSU Supreme Court.

4-3-2.
PROCEDURExe "LEGISLATIVE BRANCH: SENATE REMOVAL AND IMPEACHMENT ACT:  PROCEDURE"
A.
Before the ASNMSU Senate can refer a Senator to the Supreme Court for impeachment 
proceedings, a resolution must be introduced into the Senate.  This resolution will include the 
specific reasons for referral.  After the introduction of the resolution, the Senate Clerk will make 
an attempt to notify, in writing within two days, the Senator of any meeting where the Senator's 
position is being officially discussed.  The Senator who is charged will be allowed to speak at any 
meeting where the Senator's position is being officially discussed.  No referral resolution will be 
allowed to go through Committee of the Whole.

B.
Before the Supreme Court can consider the impeachment of any ASNMSU Senator, the 
ASNMSU Chief Justice of the Supreme Court will make an attempt to notify, in writing within 
two days of the receipt of the resolution, the person who is to be impeached and the charges 
against this person.  The person, who is charged, will be allowed to speak at any meeting where 
the person's position is being officially discussed.

C.
Any ASNMSU Senator will be impeached upon a majority vote of the Supreme Court to do so.

4-4.
ASNMSU FALL AND SPRING RETREATS ACTxe "LEGISLATIVE BRANCH:  ASNMSU FALL AND SPRING RETREATS ACT"
AN ACT ESTABLISHING THE ASNMSU FALL AND SPRING RETREATS.

4-4-1.
PURPOSE OF ACTxe "LEGISLATIVE BRANCH: ASNMSU FALL AND SPRING RETREATS ACT:  PURPOSE OF ACT"
To provide training and guidance for all members of the ASNMSU Executive, Legislative, and Judicial branches.
4-4-2.
FREQUENCYxe "LEGISLATIVE BRANCH: ASNMSU FALL AND SPRING RETREATS ACT:  FREQUENCY"
There shall be a retreat within six weeks of the first day of the fall semester, that shall be mandatory for a senator to attend. If a retreat is planned for the spring semester, it will occur within six weeks of the first day of the spring semester. A senator may be excused at the discretion of the vice president.
4-4-3.
DIVISION OF RESPONSIBILITYxe "LEGISLATIVE BRANCH: ASNMSU FALL AND SPRING RETREATS ACT:  DIVISION OF RESPONSIBILITY"
The ASNMSU Vice President shall be responsible for the planning and carrying out of the ASNMSU retreats.  The planning shall include, but not be limited to, setting the time, place and content of the retreats.

4-4-4.
FUNDINGxe "LEGISLATIVE BRANCH: ASNMSU FALL AND SPRING RETREATS ACT:  FUNDING"
A.
ASNMSU shall be responsible for all expenses incurred in developing and producing the 
ASNMSU fall and spring retreats.

B.
Retreat expenses shall be appropriated through the account of the ASNMSU Vice President during the General Appropriations Act.

4-5.
APPOINTED POSITIONS PROVISIONS ACTxe "LEGISLATIVE BRANCH:  APPOINTED POSITIONS PROVISIONS ACT"
AN ACT PROVIDING THAT MEMBERS OF THE ASNMSU SENATE MAY HOLD CERTAIN APPOINTED POSITIONS OF THE ASNMSU AND PROVIDING THAT MEMBERS OF THE ASNMSU SENATE CURRENTLY HOLDING OTHER POSITIONS OF THE ASNMSU MAY RETAIN THOSE POSITIONS.

4-5-1.
PROVISION FOR MEDIA POSITIONSxe "LEGISLATIVE BRANCH: APPOINTED POSITIONS PROVISIONS ACT:  PROVISION FOR MEDIA POSITIONS"
The membership of the ASNMSU Senate may hold any appointed positions in any ASNMSU created media exclusive of media managers for KRUX and The Round Up.

4-5-2.
PROVISION FOR THE INTRAMURAL POLICY BOARDxe "LEGISLATIVE BRANCH: APPOINTED POSITIONS PROVISIONS ACT:  PROVISION FOR THE INTRAMURAL POLICY BOARD"
The membership of the ASNMSU Senate may hold any appointed position of the Intramural Policy Board.

4-6.
ASNMSU FINANCE BOARD ACTxe "LEGISLATIVE BRANCH:  FINANCE BOARD ACT"
AN ACT CREATING A LEGISLATIVE AND EXECUTIVE BOARD TO BE KNOWN AS THE "ASNMSU FINANCE BOARD" TO FORMULATE AND SUBMIT AN ANNUAL BUDGET ANALYSIS AND RECOMMENDATION TO THE LEGISLATIVE AND EXECUTIVE BRANCHES OF ASNMSU: DEFINING THE MEMBERSHIP, POWERS AND DUTIES OF THE BOARD; PRESCRIBING THE PROCEDURE BY WHICH THE ANNUAL ASNMSU GENERAL APPROPRIATIONS BILL SHALL BE FORMULATED.

4-6-1.
FINANCE BOARD CREATEDxe "LEGISLATIVE BRANCH: FINANCE BOARD ACT:  FINANCE BOARD CREATED"
A Legislative and Executive Finance Board is created to be known as the "ASNMSU Finance Board."

4-6-2.
MEMBERSHIP OF THE FINANCE BOARDxe "LEGISLATIVE BRANCH: FINANCE BOARD ACT:  MEMBERSHIP OF THE FINANCE BOARD"
The ASNMSU Finance Board shall consist of the ASNMSU President, Vice President, Comptroller, President Pro Tempore of the Senate and the Chair of the Senate Finance Committee.  If the Chair of the Senate Finance Committee is also the President Pro Tempore of the Senate, the Vice Chair of the Senate Finance Committee shall assume the President Pro Tempore's place on the board.  The advisor of the finance board of ASNMSU, the Business Manager of NMSU or their designated representative, and ASNMSU Assistant Comptrollers, may serve as ex-officio, nonvoting members of the board.  The Chair of the Senate Finance Committee shall act as Chair of the ASNMSU Finance Board.

4-6-3.
DUTIES OF THE FINANCE BOARDxe "LEGISLATIVE BRANCH: FINANCE BOARD ACT:  DUTIES OF THE FINANCE BOARD"
The ASNMSU Finance Board shall:

A.
Examine the laws governing the finances and operation of all the ASNMSU departments, boards, 
committees and other agencies or subdivisions of ASNMSU and recommend changes in such 
laws if any changes are deemed desirable;

B.
Annually review budgets and appropriation requests and formulate a budget analysis with respect 
to such requests;

C.
Make a full written report of the board's findings and recommendations for the consideration of 
each successive Senate on or before the third to the last Senate meeting of the spring semester of 
each year and make available to the Senate Finance Committee, the ASNMSU President and each 
member of the Senate a copy of the board's report and budget analysis.

D.
Ensure the Finance Board Chair or ASNMSU Senator representing Finance Board attends meetings of the ASNMSU Publications and Communications Board described per 6-2-2-F of the ASNMSU Law Book.

4-6-4.
POWERS OF THE FINANCE BOARDxe "LEGISLATIVE BRANCH: FINANCE BOARD ACT:  POWERS OF THE FINANCE BOARD"
The ASNMSU Finance Board shall have the power to:

A.
Conduct hearings;

B.
Require any ASNMSU department, board, committee, or other agency or subdivision of 
ASNMSU seeking funds to submit a copy of its appropriation and budget requests and to furnish 
any other supporting information or data deemed necessary to carry out the board's statutory 
duties;

C.
Request any non-ASNMSU department, board, committee or other agency to submit an  
appropriation and budget request and any other supporting information or data;

D.
Appoint administrative and faculty advisors as non-voting members of the board.

4-6-5.
REPORTxe "LEGISLATIVE BRANCH: FINANCE BOARD ACT:  REPORT"
The Finance Board and the ASNMSU Senate will receive a financial report of the ASNMSU and all organizations funded by the ASNMSU the sixth and sixteenth week of each semester.

4-6-6.
FINANCE BOARD AND QUORUMxe "LEGISLATIVE BRANCH: FINANCE BOARD ACT:  FINANCE BOARD AND QUORUM"
The Chair of the ASNMSU Finance Board or a majority of the voting members of the board may call a meeting of the ASNMSU Finance Board.  The board shall meet to begin consideration of the budget appropriations requests no later than the fifth week of the spring semester of each year.  A majority of the voting members of the Board shall constitute a quorum to do business.

4-6-7.
SENATE PROCEDURES FOR THE FORMULATION OF THE GENERAL 
APPROPRIATIONS BILLxe "LEGISLATIVE BRANCH: FINANCE BOARD ACT:  SENATE PROCEDURES FOR THE FORMULATION OF THE GENERAL APPROPRIATIONS BILL"
The Senate Finance Committee shall review and consider the report and recommendations of the ASNMSU Finance Board and shall draft and submit to the Senate an annual General Appropriations Bill.  Neither the Senate Finance Committee nor the Senate shall be bound to the recommendations of the ASNMSU Finance Board.  The annual General Appropriations Bill shall be enacted into law in accordance with the requirements prescribed by the ASNMSU Constitution.  This General Appropriations Act will only consist of the allocations for the ASNMSU Base Programs.  Clubs and organizations not included in the ASNMSU Base Program Act may make requests for funding before the following year's ASNMSU Senate.

4-7.
ASNMSU LAW BOOK ACTxe "LEGISLATIVE BRANCH:  LAW BOOK ACT"
AN ACT CREATING THE ASSOCIATED STUDENTS OF NEW MEXICO STATE UNIVERSITY LAW BOOK COMMITTEE; DEFINING ITS POWERS AND DUTIES AND ESTABLISHING THE GENERAL CONTENTS OF THE ASSOCIATED STUDENTS OF NEW MEXICO STATE UNIVERSITY LAW BOOK.

4-7-1.
DEFINITIONSxe "LEGISLATIVE BRANCH: LAW BOOK ACT:  DEFINITIONS"
As used in the Law Book Act:

A.
"Committee" means the ASNMSU Law Book Committee;

B.
"Law Book" means the ASNMSU Law Book.

4-7-2.
LAW BOOK COMMITTEE--CREATIONxe "LEGISLATIVE BRANCH: LAW BOOK ACT:  LAW BOOK COMMITTEE--CREATION"
There is created the ASNMSU Law Book Committee.  The committee shall consist of the ASNMSU Vice President who shall act as Chair of the Committee, the ASNMSU Chief Senate Clerk who shall act as secretary of the committee, the Chief Justice of the ASNMSU Supreme Court, the Chair of the ASNMSU Senate Standing Committee on Rules, the ASNMSU Attorney General and any other members of the ASNMSU the Vice President may deem necessary.

4-7-3.
POWERS AND DUTIES OF THE COMMITTEExe "LEGISLATIVE BRANCH: LAW BOOK ACT:  POWERS AND DUTIES OF THE COMMITTEE"
The ASNMSU Law Book Committee is hereby authorized to:

A.
Provide for an official, annotated compilation of the ASNMSU Law Book each academic year; to 
determine the contents of the Law Book each academic year; to determine the physical 
arrangement, the size and all other things pertaining to the publication of the Law Book;

B.
Determine whether the requirements of the Law Book have been met in accordance with the 
ASNMSU laws, rules and regulations of NMSU and to file a certificate with the Vice President of 
Student Affairs of NMSU when the foregoing provisions have been met to the effect that the Law 
Book shall be recognized as the official law of ASNMSU as of the date of publication;

C.
Provide for the sale of the Law Book to any student of ASNMSU requesting a copy before the 
date of publication at cost; to provide for the exchange of student law books with other 
universities and to make all arrangements for the publication of the Law Book;

D.
Adopt any system of codification deemed necessary or useful.

4-7-4.
DISTRIBUTIONxe "LEGISLATIVE BRANCH: LAW BOOK ACT:  DISTRIBUTION"
The secretary of the ASNMSU Law Book Committee shall distribute the Law Book to all organizations and officers designated by the committee to receive the Law Book.

A.
Two copies of the Law Book shall be delivered to the NMSU Library.

B.
Any Law Books remaining undistributed or unsold shall safely be preserved by the secretary of 
the ASNMSU Law Book Committee.

4-7-5.
ORIGINAL ACT TO GOVERNxe "LEGISLATIVE BRANCH: LAW BOOK ACT:  ORIGINAL ACT TO GOVERN"
In all cases where there exists a difference between law as published and the original on file in the office of the ASNMSU President, it shall be determined by the original and not as published.

4-7-6.
CONTENTS OF LAW BOOKxe "LEGISLATIVE BRANCH: LAW BOOK ACT:  CONTENTS OF LAW BOOK"
The ASNMSU Law Book shall contain:

A.
The ASNMSU Constitution as amended at the date of publication;

B.
All written decisions of the ASNMSU Supreme Court concerning the ASNMSU Constitution and 
All decisions concerning the ASNMSU laws still in force as of the date of publication;

C.
All the laws (acts) of a general and permanent nature in force at the date of publication;

D.
All acts making an appropriation enacted since the last publication of an ASNMSU Law Book and 
any other acts making an appropriation as the ASNMSU Law Book Committee deems necessary 
or useful; 

E.
All the ASNMSU Senate resolutions enacted since the last publication of the Law Book;

F.
All the ASNMSU Senate memorials enacted since the last publication of the Law Book;

G.
The rules of the Senate as amended at the date of publication;

H.
The rules and procedures of the ASNMSU Supreme Court as amended at the date of publication;

I.
An index of the contents of the Law Book; and

J.
Any other documents that the ASNMSU Law Book Committee may deem necessary or useful.

4-7-7.
LEGAL DOCUMENTSxe "LEGISLATIVE BRANCH: LAW BOOK ACT:  LEGAL DOCUMENTS"
No amendment to the ASNMSU Constitution, the ASNMSU Senate acts, the ASNMSU Senate resolutions or the ASNMSU Senate memorials may be included in the Law Book except as enacted into law in accordance with the ASNMSU Constitution.  Nor shall any document not enacted or endorsed by the ASNMSU Senate be included without the permission of those responsible for the document and without compilation notes indicating those responsible for the document and those giving approval to the document.

4-7-8.
RELATING TO THE CREATION OF THE ASNMSU LAW BOOK APPROPRIATIONxe "LEGISLATIVE BRANCH: LAW BOOK ACT:  RELATING TO THE CREATION OF THE ASNMSU LAW BOOK-APPROPRIATION"
An appropriation of not less than one thousand dollars ($1,000.00) shall be appropriated during the general appropriations act to provide the necessary funding for the compilation, editing, revision and publication of the ASNMSU Law Book.  The appropriation shall be made to the account of the ASNMSU Vice President.

4-8.
SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON ELECTIONS
4-8-1.
CREATION

One member of the Special Committee on Elections shall be appointed by each college council, from among their qualified Senators, four weeks prior to the start of the campaign period.  It is the duty of the President of the Senate to notify each council of their responsibility.  In the event that the council cannot appoint a qualified Senator the Senate Pro Tempore shall appoint a Senator from the membership to the Special Committee on Elections.

4-8-2.
MEMBERSHIP


The Committee shall consist of one Senator, not currently running for elective office, from each 
college. In the event that a college does not have a qualified Senator, the President of the Senate 
shall appoint another qualified Senator to take their place. The Committee members shall choose 
from among themselves a Chair, who shall vote only in the event of a tie.

4-8-4.
QUORUM

Quorum shall consist of a simple majority of the membership of the Committee. If the Committee is not able to achieve quorum within forty-eight  (48) hours of the receipt of the appeal, the appeal shall automatically go to the Senate as a whole during a special session to be held within ninety-six (96) hours of the receipt of the appeal, but held in accordance with the Open Meetings Act.

4-8-5.
ATTENDANCE


Should a Senator appointed to the Special Committee on Elections fail to attend any meeting of 
that Committee, they shall be assessed one penalty point and be subject to removal from the 
committee at the discretion of the President of the Senate.

4-8-6.
DUTIES

The Special Committee on Elections shall review and make decisions on any appeal properly filed against any ASNMSU election.  

4-9. SENATE REVIEW OF ELECTION APPEALS
4-9-1. MAIN PROVISION

The Senate may choose to grant review of any case or appeal, by a simple majority vote following a decision by the Special Committee on Election.  Where the Senate chooses to grant review, any decision of the Special Committee on Election may be overturned by a two-thirds (2/3) vote.
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